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Between: 

Krishna Das K V 

State.of Kerala 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

M.A No. 58/2024

In 

Original Application No. 147/2022 

Vs 

Reply Affidavit 

... Applicant 

.... Respondents 

I, Seeram Sambasiva Rao IAS, Principal Director, Local Self Government Department, 

Government ofKerala do hereby solemnly affirm and state: 

1. That I am in the above-mentioned application and as such am conversant with the facts

and circumstances of the case and am competent to swear to this affidavit.

2. It is humbly submitted that the main grievance in the original Application (OA No. 147

of 2022) is regarding the failure on the part of the l st Respondent to take remedial

action for protecting Ashtamudi Wetland, a Ramsar site in the District of Kollam in

Kerala. The main concerns raised are as to how the Wetland has over the years become

heavily polluted due to the dumping of pharmaceutical waste, plastic waste, domestic

waste, slaughter-house waste and other types of waste. Mention had also been made of

the polluted state of the Kollam canal, a feeder canal of the National Water Highway

which flows into the Ashtamudi wetland.

3. It is humbly submitted that the matter which was heard in detail by this
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Hon'ble  Tribunal  over the  course of` four heaI'mgS  Was  disI,OSed  Off On

22.03.2023  with  instructions  regarding  further  steps  to  be  taken.  The

main steps prescribed by this Hon'ble Tribunal was to the  state to pay

compensation   Of   Rs.    lO   Crores   on   l'ollutcr   Pays   principle   tO   b€

deposited  in  a  lillg~fenced  account  tll  be  OPerated  llnder the  Authorit\'

of the Chief secrc`tal-y,  Kerala.  It  was  mandated  that  th6` ant,unt t,i Rs

lo  crores  should  be  utilized  for conservation,'  restoratiorl  measures  b}'

Preparing an action plan to be executed preferably within six months.

4   It  is  humbly   submitted  that  over  the  course  of'  the  hearing  of  oA

147/2022,  multiple  reports  had  been  filed  by  the  various  Authorities

and agencies,  all  of which have been  taken on  record  by  this Hon'ble

Tribunal. The latest in said reports has been one filed by the secretary,
Environment  dated 29.01.2024  following which  the  Hon'ble  Tribunal

was inclined   to   register   a   Miscellaneous   Application   No.   58,''2024

which is currently before this Hon'ble Tribunal.

5   lt iS  humbly  Submitted that in  the course  of hearing the  Miscellaneous

Application. this Horl'b'e Tribunal had opined that steps that have been

taken  by  the  State  are  inadequate  (hr  the  purpose  of ensuring  better

results in Ash{amudi  wet!and` Another report flled by the C`PCB  in the

subsequent  hearing  has  also  been  quoted by  this  Hon'ble  Tribunal  to

point  out  that  the  water quality  found  at  four  locations  in  Ashtamudi
Lake in 2023  was not complying with primary water quality criteria for

bathing  notified  under  the  Environment  (Pro{ectiont  Act,   1986.   The

following  affldavit  is  being  tendered  with comprehensi`'e  details  on

projects and actions which are being undertaken on a priority basis
to  exhib]-t  before  this  Hon'ble Tribunal  how  eamest efforts  have  been

taken  over  the  2()23-24  Lime  period  ttj  I,lan  aCtiVi(iCS  WhiCl-I  Will  lead  ttJ

a  Substantial  improvemerl'  in  the  situll,ion  O!` the  Ashtamlldi  Wetland

over the course of` the next two tt, three years.

6   lt   iS   hutnbly    Submitted    before   this    Hon'ble   T[ibunal  against   this

contextt that  sint`e  MzlrCh  2023.  the  LltcltI  S€l}`-(.}l,vllmmems  ln  Kerala

under  the  close  rna,liLoring  by  thl`  Ll,col  Selt'-Govl-ml,lent  Department

of Kerala  has  been  taking  I,P  Various  activities  in  Connection  Wlth  the
6®Malinya  Muktham Nava Keralam" campaign to make the State Waste

Free. A wholistic approach has been adopted in this Campaign to ensure

maximum impact. A three-pronged approach  has been adopted for this;

-cut.I  )
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® the nlalll  focus  areas belng  the cleanlng  up  of exlStjng  waste  followed

by   the   setting   up   of  necessary   infrastructure   after  conducting   gap
assessments,    intense    lEC   ac[ivjties    among    ,he   general    public    tfJ

generate awarene``5  alld  C`nfoICCmellt actlons  lo  deter violators  of waste
management laws.  Besides these efforts  at the state  level, a people-led

campaign  called   ''Jeevanaanu  A§lltamudi,   Jeevikkanam  Ashtamudi"

has   been   taken    up   in    tht`    Local    Self~Govemments    lying    ln   the

catchmem area llf the Ashtamlldi  w'e,land to pmtec, the w€tland.

7   lt is humbly  submitted that there are  various steps that have been taken

as pact of this campaign to resolve the waste management issue in the
local self-govemments especially in the main  urban area of the Kollam

corporation  situated  in  the  catchment  of the  wetland.  It  is  submitted
that the primary source ofpollution into the Lake has been coming from
the   Kollam  corporation  where steps  are  now  being  undertaken  for

preventing  pollution  from  entering  the  wetland  directly  as  well  as
through feeder canals of the wetland including the Kollam Thodu and
the Manichi Thodu.

OVERVIEW OF ACTIONS TAKEN

8  lt iS Submitted that an overview of the t.ype of actiyities  that have been

given have been explained here followed by elaborate details  including
fending details of the projects  that have been  undertaken  to  implement
these activities,  The various activities that have been undertaken by the
Kollam Corporation over the colirse of the 2023-24 period are.-

a  Engaging  of 316  Haritha  Kama  Sena  workers  for  the  door  to  door
coj]ection and segregation ofnon-biodegradable \`/aste`

a  Removal  of  waste  from  areas  from  Kollam  Link  Road  to  Thoppil

Kadavu,Thevally, Kureepuzha, Kavanad and sakthikulangara.

a   Draining ofsilt and otheI' debris and  r€'mOVal t,l`garbag¢ fI'Om the  klke.

a  chain  link  fencing,  safety  boards  and  other  necessary  works  at  the

required places so as to prevent miscreants from dumping waste.

a   r|`loating  gardeJ,S,   musical   ft,ullttliJIS   and  OtheI-   I,|-{lLlty   activities   have

been set up around tile lake.

_Jut- I, i
s EE RA M S:+`tyh L*±.\`Snl* '€\ Eu\ O i |\ `S
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®
I    Enforcement  actions   for  detL`ITing  miSL`!-t'a!,tS  fl-I,m  dumping  WaSt€~`   m

the Ashtamudi lJake,

g   I,nsul-il`1g   the   bit,diVe',I``ity   i,(I  thLi   'l;lk{`,   by   Plantjrlg   C{jffererlt   t}Jr'€+   Of

mangro\JeS in dit`feren{ Paris Of the lake,

A   lt`stallation of cast-iron benclleS for Seating

I   Installation of solar lights and CCTV cameras

I   Installation   of  waste  bins   to   prevent  dumping  of  garbage   into  the
backwaters and other aesthetic works.

k  Deputation  of  employees  under  the  Health  Department  Of  Kollan

Municipal Corporation for the proper OPeratiOn and maintenance Of the
renovated ghats.

I   Deputation of employees On the ThoppilkadaV  for Cleaning Purpose  aS

it is a contributor of Ashtamudi Lake pollution`

PROJECT-WISE DETAILS

9  lt  iS  Submitted  that  the  following  are  the Project-Wise  details  Of the

actions that have been enumerated above:

~CJ•g=E=

938/25

I)8l/25

Project Name Total Cost     CurI'ent
Status

:og1:]aomm:roaToonr:I:vo:t:Turban          20,000,000
conservation -Jeeva""
Ashtamudi Jeev ikanam

Ashtamudi ~ Cleaning of
Ashtamudi Lake

AKog:i:nm:I?a::oof::I:Ol:a-n:nJ;b:'fl.         22,500,000
Ashtamudi Lake included in
Ramzar site -
Biodiversity C{|,nservation -

-cut-

I,,.I;:;:,:(:S

The project
is nc'.al'ing

cott`ptetion.

The project
is nearing

completion.

i     I..I-/,.z..?i.

J'4,.,a_ijr;3,€;a+a:a.;;:;ori':e;1+a:oO¢uler9ri;a,»6e:v ltj,
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®
Dredging

Kogl::omm:roa¥oonra_ti#=i:hrlbtahnode    I I o'ooo'ooo
Renov ati on

Ashtamudi Lake Conservation -

Kollam Thod Renovation

Proj ect

Jmplemen{ation

Ongoing

Proj e ct

750,Oco         lmPlementatiOn
Ongoing

lot  1t  is  submitted  that  an  analysis  was  done  vide  GIS  survey  to  identify

houses  letting  untreated  sewage/septage  into  the  lake,  in order to  take

strict  action  against  them.  Here,  230  houses  and  40  institutions  were

identified as  letting untreated sewage into the Ashtamudi  lake.  Notices

were served upon them and steps taken to make them compliant.

1t  ln  Order  tO  deal  With  the  issue  Of untreated  Sewage  being  let  Out  by

these  houses,  projects  have  also  been  taken  up  to  set  up  bio-digester

projects:
~ourty,.u-~tor~"~~^-^~ct,riJ_`..*^~~.i.~"ow,~~wh',,,,,~`-,,rd,.,,,^"*~~-~wiorwh~
pr;joect          projectName             TotaICost             CurrentStatlls

~«+~AIso,N``yex~`-A-,-~-v,v-''--~,,-~r:```~-~rri~r`--''``

Replacement of leach

pit      of      individual
823/23     toilets                       and         50,00,000

installation   o{`  septic

tank biodigester

Biodigestl`r   {{JiletS   ,.O

48l/25     be   Provided   tO   B[JIJ          85,Oll,0()0
households            near

Ashtamudi Lake

At   present,   the   pipes

of loo houses  where a
toilet        outlet        was

installed   directly   into

the  backwaters  on  the
Ashtamudi  coast  have

been       cut       and      a

biodigester    has    been
installed in  its place.

Bencl`lciar}'        lJiS(

under Preparation

SinJll     tile     Pulikkada

slum   tin   the   bank.i  Ol

_.  __i --+
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V\
C\E=EZ£rZ_\_

I-~'-/''Jr''V''-`'<-,r~,::,,~tr~n-XY~,,,W,erry,,~~,-rtyW,~W,~,^~^'~~~,,~rty~~qu<~~:'~~~`-'`rf-`'W~ex»'~--`~

r-
C onstru ction            a f
Community  toilet  in          lO,00,000

Pullikada Colony

STP    -    FSTP    (Co
Treatment)         along
with     a     standalone
FSTP  project   aimed
for                           the

I comprehensive
I Liquid                 Waste

treatment   in   Kollam

corporation  is  under
construction              in
Kureepuzha         near
Ashtamudi Lake.

(plant Capacity : SIP
of     l2     MLD     and
FSTP of 50  KLD for
co  ~treatment;  Stand
Alone                   FSTP

capacity : 50 KLD)

Marlichithodu                 lS

railway         porambok€

{alld`     thL*    Situation     iS

rlot         €ondl!cive         tt,,

provide        community
toilets        and        septic

tanks. The Corporation

is       taking       up      the

construction       of      a

community     toilet    at

pallikka{1a       slum

c'onllCCtiOn      with

Railway authorities.

As   regards
Proj ect

9a  Crore    completion.

regards   the

Kollam Corpol'a[loI1  -

l493/25    Waste  Management -        4,00,00,000

C=Q)-__C\

cL1.+CAai
ls          near

As
-Q~^IC^LL

has been tendered

2MLD STP
(`oI`StruCtiOn

i Dl`sign` C`onstruction
and Maintenance)

__+'i

®
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SIP Cttl`strllction sl ['  near  lJink  Rtjad

.Asramam  PrOJC`C`t

launched  in phase.

`_ _A_,__,_.,__^_.-_ur_--4----.,. .--I

te  lt is submitted that there  are some  other projects  in different  stages  of

implementation such as:

a  BID CNG  Plant in  association with  BPCL on  7-acre  land reclaimed  in

Kureepurha through biomining.

b  A   DBOT   Model   Semi-Automatic   Resource   Recovery   Facility   in

Kureepuzha.

c   sanitary  lnclnerator  plant  of  i  TPD  Capacity  [o  be  Set  uP  by  Flor€t

Technolo gie S.

d  A Windrow compost Project in Thangasser}'.

e  Handing  over  Of Operations  and  Maintenance  Of existing  Bio  W'aste

Management Facilities to Private Agencies for efficient management.

i  purchase ofcREDAI model Bio Compost Bins -I 5 Units (30 Bins) for

bio waste management at the community level.

a   Dry 'eafcolleCtiOn Bin-l5  units

h  container MCF -lO units

Bottle Booths-  I 5  l;,lits.

COMPLETEI) PROJ ECTS

re  The following activities and Projects have all-eddy  been completed due

to which there has been a substantial  Improvement  in the w{lter qualI,y

of the Lake:

a  48  ghats  in the Ashtamudi  backwater`5  {`aVe  I,Con  Cleaned  and  32  ghats

havl beL"enOVdt€"ht  i  12  h JVt   il+==d: ::I;;;C;;Gut;0:*;`tii:;€\O<;:i¢€g6;gC¢£::b\,

t!1em.
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b   500 (onnes {)fgarbage arld f,o 'ttadS ofp,asfic  havcJ bet,'n  rCmrJVed.

a   The  t`o'l`"'ml¥  I,l`t,jcctS  hi!vc  iilso  (t€`L`n  t`t,,I,,,l¢`(t!t!;

r'¥l-.uno`Jre"€ha{`w`ng||u+``"r--`ux|1`trfuto,a-u```\.l"~ _.ux.,^<r._.{`..ou ~.lln_      `

-~'tr'r-m"*~~certyrfeasdi*caarrrrty*r*~~~ar~rttngne~-~.<~r^~`ir`~-r-e<~c^''*,,*`M`^~,~`+''in*l``~~~XRTtr©~K~`quYrl
No

Project Name

Bio    Compost    Bin    for

l40/2023-    Bio  waste  management

I 47/2023-

24

in       households       near

Ashtamudi Lake

Biogas   fir  -Bio   waste

management                  i n
households                 near

Ashtamudi Lake

Total cost          Current Status

23600    Bjocompost

6136000         bins                        Were

. distributed

l400   biogas   plants
l4700000      were disthbuted

2 2 44        Tons

Removal      of     Legac}'
592/2023-    waste   from   areas   near       5000000

24           Ashtamudi Lake

Ring       Compost       fort

820/2023_    biOWaste management in I
households                 near       6684590
Ashtamudi Lake

Indiviual           rlouse]1Old

Latrine                      (lHHL,)

(,`onstruction

24

Installation    of`   Napkin

676          Destroyer      in      Public        5000000

Places alld Schools

Installation   of  Sanitary
ceEj 958600()

Legacy   waste   was
handovered             to
C]ean               Kerala

Company

3200                   Ring
Composts          were
distributed.

Financial   assistance

was   given   for   the

L`OtlStruC'iOn               Of

lHHl.        for

households

Project Completed

Proj ect

implementation  was

\+:
a        ^*

:_I    €i;sqf
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waste  I,lcillet-atOl-

Purchase        of        Mini

Exl`avator        for        the

I-emoval      llr     silt      itntI

waste    from   As'1tamudi

Lake and surroundings

#5i;Ign€d                        tO

accredited agerlcy

24()00()()         Project Completed

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

tt  lt   is   humbly   submitted   that  enforoement   actions   have   also   been

undertaken  to  punish  offenders  dumping  both  solid  and  liquid  Waste.
Fine  upto  a  total  of  Rs.   4  Lakhs  have  already  been   imposed  and

collected  from  offenders.  9  automobiles  Which  have  been  regularly

dumping  septage  waste  Into  the  Lake  llave  also  been  identified  and

penalized.

15   lt  iS  Submitted  that  the  following  SllrveillanCe  Camera   ProJt'CtS  h£t\,e

also been set up to step~up enf'orcement action:

*CJI ®Fz?1 project Name Total Cost
Current
Status

Installation     Of    Camera     and

green  fencing  in  various  water )

518/25   ; :Oh:I;eiS'  Tpha::::y'  ¥aall1:tPhPoatltaa:l',       3,000.000            Tendered

KochupilammOOdu  Bridge  and

Iron Bridge

677/2 5 :nr:::i:tidounmplonfg a::aTr¥asge ::      2,5(}0.000           Tendered
public places.

i*__,~.... -...-.-.--I.---thy--.--.-,--.I_-----.``_-~^` +

to  I,   is   submi,ted   that   the   people   of   Kollam   Corporation   and   the

authorities are very committed to the cause of protecting the Ashtamudi_i  _    L_`\t\

lake  at  all  costs  and  it  iS  testimony  tO  this  tha,  SO  many  Project.i- \'

E=r-
}..:i.

JG.,a;;toto:3E»:Oe::§j9Da:6oi§;¢dro®,e¢{trye;i;:i.vov¢@|d,fieo¥be:rtyS¥,

v\
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been  taken  up  over the  ct,urge  of the  last  yeal' to  protect tile  lake.  Jt  is

beyond doubt that oI`Ce  tl`eSe  Projects  are  fully  imPlemeflted,  the  Status

ot-the  lake win  substantian}'  incl-case,  tt,,'hich  win  brills  tl1€:  lake  back  £t,

its former glory  and  its esteemed posltion as a very  important  Ramsar

site in the world.

v   lt  is submitted that meanwhile the  Local  Self-Govemment  Department

is  also  dosely  monitoring  ttlC'  itCt,tlnS  tha,  are  being  llnd€naken  b,y  the

Kollam   Corporation   On   the   grOuntl   thl'Ough   Weekly   Online   review

meetings    and   physical    veriflCatiOnS   by'   Senior   Officers    frCJm   the

Department aS Wel1`

what is stated above is true to the best of my knowledge, informatit,n` and
belief.

Dated this the 26th day Of December 2024

jerd-L I
DEPON ENT

SEERAM SAMBASm RAO us
PBN : 7ZIO45

solemnly affirmed and signed b},I the
this the 26th day' Of December 2024.

wh o##RE`
Kowdfar PO, Tvpm - 695OO3
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After Cleaning :

Jc--+I
s:oEc;osa;?i)€hc§e:j:;l!mD§0£:4t:;i§;a;3e:nSt
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ANNEXURE

Before Clean-lng

BE¥Eng:==:-_:-I: ==

cleaning act-lvities being  undertaken:

-ul-ll
SBERAM ±A`¥%%1S#VsA RAO \AS

PEN : 721O45
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